
Chunking long words  
Part 3

How do we read VC|CV words?

We know to chunk the words between the 
middle consonants. 

         s u s p e c t

In words with VC|CV pattern, the first syllable has a short vowel sound.

The short vowel sound is what we hear in the words hat, pet, mitt, job, and cut. 

The second syllable can have a long or short vowel sound. Mark the vowels in 
these VC|CV words as long  ˉ or short ˘.

With your partner, combine the syllables below to make new words. 

Write the whole words you make below.

Now label the vowels in your VC|CV words as long ˉ or short ˘.

Long or short? Not sure about the vowel sounds in the second syllable of a 
word? Look back at workbook pp. 91-92.
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Second syllablesFirst syllables

COL | LAPSE
SAD | DAM

SUS | PECT
AC | CUSE

DIC | TATE
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