
Partner reading 
“Rodney” - Locomotion (%. 82-83)

Read the poem silently to yourself.

When you are both ready, read the stanza together that starts, “There’s roast beef 
and ribs.” Summarize what happened.	

WHO ___________________________________________________________ 

DID WHAT ______________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

WHERE _________________________________________________________ 

WHY ___________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________ 

Read out loud the words in the first stanza that are in italics (Look at Little 
Brother). 

Talk to your partner. 

Who says these words? _______________________________

Find all the places in the poem where these words are repeated. Mark these with 
post-its. 

Why do you think Lonnie keeps repeating these words? 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________
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Name:



Miss Edna’s son Rodney is more important for the story now.

Re-read pages 82-83 of Locomotion.  

Find quotes from this poem that describe Rodney.

Use quotation marks for your quotes, like “straight teeth.”

How Rodney looks

Quotes from the poem 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

How Rodney treats Lonnie

Quotes from the poem 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
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Partner reading, continued



Partner reading 
“Epitaph Poem” - Locomotion (p. 84)

Epitaphs (EP-ih-taffs) are words written about people who have died. Words on a 
gravestone are one kind of epitaph.

Read the poem silently to yourself.  

When both you and your partner are ready, read the poem out loud together. Talk 
it over before you read. What mood or feeling do you want to show in your 
reading? 

One partner will read a line.
The other partner will read the next line. 
Keep trading off lines until the end of the poem.

Talk to your partner.  

Epitaphs are one way we remember people who have died.  

What else can Lonnie do to keep remembering his mother? Write down 
your ideas.

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
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