
Use the two middle consonants rule to break these words into syllables. 

• Underline the middle consonants in the middle of each word.

• Draw a line between the middle two consonants to chunk the word.

• Mark the vowel in the first syllable with a short vowel symbol ˘.

• Do you see another syllable? Draw a line if you see a third chunk, too.

gr inning      Pablo    supposed  

 pops ic le      common  e lbow 

 volcano   nodding   

Build words by putting together the syllable chunks below. Write your words on 
the lines below. Be sure to label the vowel in the first syllable with a short vowel 
symbol ˘.

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

_________________________ 

Label the vowels in the longer words below. Count the vowels you hear in the 
word—then write the number of syllables. 

LaTenya  _____    sh iver ing  _____ co t ton-p icker  _____ 

anemia  _____    Mar i tza  _____ gen t leman _____ 

macaroni  _____    Langs ton  _____ Dominicans  _____ 
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