
Explain WHY this evidence 
supports your position. 

Example: This shows that it 
doesn’t matter to Jerome why 
Officer Moore killed him, 
because it won’t bring him 
back to life.
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Introduction

Our team believes ______________________ 
___________________________________________ 
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________.

Evidence

The first reason we believe ________________ 
___________________________ is ______________ 
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
_______________________________________. This 
example shows that ___________________________ 
_____________________ because ______________ 
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
__________________________________________.

In addition, _____________________________ 
______________________ because _____________ 
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
____________. This shows that _________________ 
____________________________________ because 
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
______________________________________.

State your position.

Find evidence and quotes 
from the text. Example: On p. 

94, Sarah says, “It matters 
why my dad shot you.” 

Jerome says, “Why? So you 
can feel better?”

Find evidence and quotes 
from the text.

Explain WHY this evidence 
supports your position.
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Conclusion

In conclusion, our team believes that ________ 
___________________________________________ 
because ____________________________________ 
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
________________________________________.

Summarize and generalize 
your evidence to try to 

persuade others to agree 
with your team. Example: It’s 
too late to bring any justice for 
Jerome. He needed justice 
before he was killed, not 
afterwards. 
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