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Action News

Day 1

The Power of Power
High School Election Scandal

SHARON 
WRIGHT: 

Good day, student viewers! Sharon Wright here with a breaking story about an election scandal that’s 
rocking the local high school in the neighboring town of Arlington. Reid, can you get us up to speed?

REID 
MOORE:

Well, Sharon, it’s a complicated story, but I’ll try to simplify it for the sake of time. It seems that four 
tenth-grade students were running for class president. The winner made lots of great campaign 
promises: more social activities, field trips, and an afterschool program so kids could get help and 
computer time. Everyone thought he was running a great campaign, but then it turned out he may 
have won by buying votes. 

SHARON: Buying votes? That's shocking!

REID: Well, what they’re saying is that one of the losing candidates heard from a friend that the winner had 
given voters $5 Dinky Doughnut gift cards if they’d cast a ballot in his favor.

SHARON: Say it isn’t so, Reid!

REID: I’m afraid it gets worse, Sharon. It turns out the candidate’s father bought the Dinky Doughnut cards. I 
guess he thought it would look good for his son to have ‘‘Class President” on his college application.

SHARON: Well, how is the school addressing this sticky issue? 

REID: When the school began investigating this vote-buying scandal, they also found that one of the other 
candidates got votes by intimidation. Kids were threatened and bullied if they didn’t vote for him.

SHARON: It’s amazing what some people will do to get power. Have the students reacted to this?

REID: Yes, they have! And their reaction has been loud enough for the principal to cancel the election and 
dismiss the results. The students demanded free and fair elections.

SHARON: So the students came together in a unified way and stood up to what some might call fraud and 
intimidation. 

REID: That’s right, but it’s not over, Sharon. The candidate’s father denies the charges and has hired a lawyer 
to defend his son from these accusations, which he calls false. He says that his son donated the gift 
cards to his supporters for their hard work.

SHARON: This story has more twists and turns than Space Mountain, Reid.

REID: What’s Space Mountain, Sharon? 

SHARON: Haven’t you been to Disneyland, Reid?

REID: You have?

SHARON: Um, we’re getting away from the subject, Reid. What about reactions from teachers and parents?

REID: Some of the teachers and parents I interviewed said that the students were just doing what they’ve 
seen candidates do in local and national elections. One parent said: “Elections are about money now. 
Powerful people use their money to sway elections.” 

Action News continues on the next page.
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Action News, continued

Day 1

The Power of Power

SHARON: A lot of people would agree with that parent. Did you get any other opinions?

REID: Most of the parents and teachers were angry about what they said was election tampering. One 
parent told me that the school should just abolish class elections because she believes no election is 
run honestly. In Mexico, where she’s originally from, she says the candidate with the most money and 
the best political connections usually ends up in power, no matter what the vote count.

SHARON: But I heard that there was a student protest movement in Mexico that spoke out against the powerful 
presidential candidate. They created a YouTube video that forced the official television station and the 
official candidate to participate in a public debate for the first time. The student movement unified 
people all over Mexico, who joined together to challenge how elections are held there. Talk about 
power!

REID: Well, the students at Arlington High have unified as a community as well, by demanding their right to 
vote in free and fair elections.

SHARON: Will you continue to follow this important story, Reid?

REID: Absolutely, Sharon. This is democracy in action. By the way, did your parents really take you to 
Disneyland?

SHARON: Um, yeah…

REID: Lucky.

SHARON: We’re out of time! This is Sharon Wright, signing off!

Discussion question: What kind of power did 
each of the candidates use to get elected?


_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

wordgen.serpmedia.org/action_news

http://wordgen.serpmedia.org/action_news/
http://wordgen.serpmedia.org/action_news/
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Reader’s Theater

Day 1

The Power of Power
Discussing the Problem at Arlington High

Line

1 Rafa: My sister is so angry about the elections at Arlington High. She said the guy 
who won, Roger Mayfield, had offered her a $5 Dinky Doughnut card if she’d 
vote for him. She told him no and called him power hungry, among other things 
I can’t repeat.

2 Hazel: Why didn’t she take it? I love their pink glazed doughnuts with sprinkles. She 
could have bought like ten doughnuts! That’s crazy that she didn’t take it. I 
definitely would have. 

3 Kelley: Really? You’d let someone buy your vote? Don’t you care about who you’re 
electing? Or what kind of person would represent you? I want to vote for 
someone who doesn’t use anything but the power of knowledge and good 
ideas to get elected.

4 Bruno: I heard that Roger was basically a good guy and had great ideas for improving 
the school but just wanted to make super sure he won. There was another 
candidate who was a lot worse; he was intimidating students so they’d vote for 
him. He told people that were supporting Mayfield to “watch their backs.” I 
think a lot of people did vote for him because they were scared.

5 Rafa: You know, my parents lived through some violent elections in Colombia. One 
candidate used his power to intimidate poor people to vote for him, and some 
of the people who stood up to him were even killed. In a perfect world, we’d 
vote for the candidate with the most knowledge and best ideas, not the one 
with the most money or the toughest friends. But until then, it’s a fact that 
intimidation wins elections in many places.

6 Kelley: That’s exactly it! Like Rafa said, there are so many places in the world where 
people don’t get to use their votes the way they want to. Money shouldn’t even 
be involved in elections. How can you be sure if it was the power of the 
candidate’s good ideas or the power of their money that helped them win? If 
there’s no money involved, there can’t be any cheating or fraud. Money just 
makes everything look suspicious.

7 Hazel: But there’s no such thing as an election without money. If you put up posters 
with your name and campaign promises all over the school, you had to spend 
money on those posters and markers and the people who helped you. Money is 
just part of politics, Kelley. You can’t dismiss how big a part money plays in 
elections. We’ll never be able to abolish money from politics. Look at our own 
presidential elections. They say that every election that’s held costs more 
money than the last.

Reader’s Theater continues on the next page.

Four classmates, Rafa, Hazel, Kelley, and Bruno, are discussing the recent controversial election at the high school. 
Rafa’s sister is a sophomore at Arlington High and has been talking nonstop about how she refused a gift card in 
exchange for her vote in the recent school elections. 
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Reader’s Theater, continued

Day 1

The Power of Power

8 Rafa: Hazel has a point. Candidates need money to get their ideas out on TV and to 
pay a campaign staff. But money for communications is different from money 
for buying votes.

9 Kelley: Maybe, but candidates with more money to spend on communications have 
more persuasive power. 

10 Bruno: Well, what about the power of people coming together to fight intimidation? 
Remember Ms. Velasco told us about the students who changed how the 
Mexican election was held? They stood up as a group to a powerful few, and a 
lot of people joined them to form an even bigger community to protest what’s 
been going on for years.

11 Hazel: What about the power of food? I’m dying for a pink Dinky Doughnut, but I don’t 
have any money. Can anyone help me out with a campaign donation? I’m 
thinking of running for something. Can I get your vote? Anyone? Hey, where are 
you all going?

Discussion question: Which of the following do you think is the most powerful? Explain why.

The power of money

The power of fear or intimidation 

The power of the community 

The power of knowledge
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Characters’ Perspectives

Day 2

The Power of Power
Rafa, Bruno, Kelley, and Hazel

Think back on the characters from the Reader’s Theater. How does each character feel about how power is defined 
and used? Using evidence from the Reader’s Theater, choose an answer for each character. Make sure that you can 
explain why you chose each statement. 


 What kind of power does each of these characters think is most powerful?

Bruno: 

The power of money


The power of the community


The power of intimidation


The power of knowledge


Explain your answer: _____________________ 

________________________________________________


________________________________________________


________________________________________________

Rafa: 

The power of money


The power of the community


The power of intimidation


The power of knowledge


Explain your answer:  ____________________ 

________________________________________________


________________________________________________


________________________________________________

Kelley:  

The power of money


The power of the community


The power of intimidation


The power of knowledge


Explain your answer: _____________________ 

________________________________________________


________________________________________________


________________________________________________

Hazel:  

The power of money


The power of the community


The power of intimidation


The power of knowledge


Explain your answer: _____________________ 

________________________________________________


________________________________________________


________________________________________________

Another form of power I think is effective is  ________________________________________________________ 

because ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ .
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Word Study

Day 3

The Power of Power
A Closer Look at Our Focus Words

power unify abolish

(noun) the ability to 
influence what people do 
or think

(noun) physical force or 
strength

(noun) the energy from 
fuels for operating 
machines

(verb) to bring people, 
ideas, or things together

(verb) to get rid of 
something entirely

Who has the most power 
in your family?

What kind of personal 
qualities should a 
president have in order to 
unify a country?

What is one rule you’d like 
to abolish from your 
school?

powerful (adjective) 
having lots of influence or 
strength

empower (verb) to make 
more powerful


unity (noun) the quality of 
being joined together or in 
agreement

union (noun) an 
organization for workers; a 
group of states or 
countries that join together

abolition (noun) the act of 
getting rid of something

Who has more power?
 Circle the sign that is 
trying to unify a town:


Which sign urges people 
to abolish something? 


poder (Por) unificar (Sp) abolir (Sp)

Other Forms of the 
Word

 

Turn and Talk

 

Cognates

�

Definition

 

Choose a picture

 
Higher Pay 
for Nurses!

Make  
Dinky Doughnut 

Restaurants 
Smoke-Free!

Make River 
Falls a Caring 
Community!

Car Wash  
at the  

High School!



power  •  unify  •  abolish  •  fraud  •  dismiss  •  intimidation

SERP © 2015 Unit 5.07  160

Word Study, continued

Day 3

The Power of Power

fraud dismiss intimidation

(noun) the crime of getting 
valuables from someone 
by tricking them

(noun) a person who 
pretends to be what they 
are not in order to trick 
others

(verb) to ask someone to 
leave; to ignore someone 
or something

(noun) the act of creating 
fear by violence or threats

Can you think of someone 
in the news who has 
committed fraud? 

What’s the difference 
between being dismissed 
from school and having 
someone dismiss what 
you said? 

How can people defend 
themselves against 
intimidation?

fraudulent (adjective) 
done to trick someone; 
done by fraud

defraud (verb) to take 
something by committing 
fraud

dismissal (noun) the act of 
not paying attention to 
something; the act of 
asking someone to leave 

intimidating (adjective) 
frightening, scary

intimidate (verb) to make 
afraid

Circle the picture that 
might be showing fraud 
occurring. 


Which sign shows that a 
library is promising to 
dismiss something?


Which sentence 
represents intimidation?


fraude (Fr) demitir (Por) intimidazione (It)

Other Forms of the 
Word

 

Turn and Talk

 

Cognates

�

Definition

 

Choose a picture

 Thanks to A! 
Our Library 
Su"orters

All is forgiven:  
No fines for late 

books in 
October!

If you tell on me, 
I’ll spread a rumor 

about you.

Please don’t tell 
on me. I’ll give you 
a doughnut if you 

don’t!
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Fun Word Facts

Day 3

The Power of Power

Unify means to bring things together into one. The Latin root uni- is seen in many English words, which all have to 
do with the concept of “one.” Write a word that comes from this Latin root below each picture.

_______________________ _______________________ _______________________

� ��

In 2011, Canada introduced new $5, $10, $20, 
$50, and $100 bills made from a material that 
was supposed to protect against fraud. In 
theory, this polymer material (much like plastic) 
cannot be copied or counterfeited to avoid 
fraud. However, much to the dismay of 
Canadians, the new bills became sticky and had 
to be kept separate when hot. Furthermore, they 
melted in extreme heat, causing people to go to 
banks to exchange their melted bills for new 
ones.

Sometimes in big criminal court cases, witnesses are hidden away by the state 
or federal government to protect them from intimidation. These witnesses are 
placed in protection programs where they cannot contact friends or family, as a 
way to keep them safe from violent criminals who might intimidate them into not 
testifying. After testifying, sometimes witnesses and their families are given new 
identities. That means they are moved to a new town and given new names and 
new jobs.
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Journals and Journeys

Day 4

The Power of Power
Grace’s Journal

Providence,�1773�

Dear�Journal,��

Last�night,�I�was�almost�discovered�reading�Hester’s�stories.�I�was�up�in�the�barn�
loft�with�my�candle�when�Master�John�suddenly�came�in.�He�began�yelling,�“Who�is�up�
there?�Show�yourself!”�I�was�so�frightened,�Journal.�He�is�so�intimidating,�and�I�hate�
him�so!�But�then�Mistress�came�right�to�the�barn�and�said,�“Can’t�you�see,�dear?�It’s�
Grace.�She�is�doing�a�bit�of�sewing�I�asked�her�to�do.”�He�dismissed�me�as�a�stupid�girl�
and�went�off.�But�my�mistress�knew�the�truth.�

Mistress�taught�me�to�read�because�she�believes�that�everyone�should�have�the�
same�rights.�She�does�not�believe�in�slavery�and�wishes�it�would�be�abolished.�Why�she�
married�Master�John,�I�will�never�understand.�I�think�she�did�not�have�the�power�to�
choose�her�partner�in�life.�But�she�does�hate�the�way�he�treats�us.�She�is�secretly�
kind�to�us�and�has�taught�many�of�us�to�read�and�write.�That�is�why�she�gave�you�to�
me,�dear�Journal.�She�says�there�is�power�in�knowledge,�and�that�my�stories�and�my�
ideas�are�important.�She�gave�me�Hester’s�journal�to�read�so�I�could�learn�about�what�
happened�long�ago.��

As�I�was�serving�dinner�last�night,�I�overheard�Master�John�saying�that�they,�the�
colonists,�are�upset�with�England�because�the�colonists�pay�taxes�but�have�no�say�in�
what�happens�within�their�own�colonies.�England�makes�all�the�decisions.�The�
colonists�are�angry�and�have�a�new�saying,�“No�taxation�without�representation.”�
Journal,�who�are�they�to�cry�about�not�having�a�voice?�They�own�slaves�who�have�no�
power�and�no�voice.�Still,�I�wonder�if�things�might�be�better�for�all�of�us�if�the�
colonies�were�free�from�British�rule.�It�is�hard�to�say.�On�a�final�
note,�Master�John�and�his�guests�were�discussing�an�exciting�
event!�It�seems�that�some�colonists�dressed�up�as�Natives�and�
began�dumping�barrels�of�British�tea�into�the�water.�What�
trickery�and�fraud!�They�were�protesting�the�new�tax�on�tea�
which�the�colonists�drink�every�day.�A�harbor�full�of�tea��what�
a�sight�that�must�have�been!�

Grace�
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Journals and Journeys, continued

Day 4

The Power of Power

Turn and Talk: In her journal, Grace writes that Mistress says, “There is power in knowledge.” Explain why 
you agree or disagree with this statement.


_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Informational Text

Day 4

The Power of Power
The Boston Tea Party

In the 1700s, Britain wanted to remain a world power, so they fought in many wars. But how could Britain find the 
money to help pay for all these wars? By raising taxes in the American colonies! The colonists had no vote in the 
British government, so they had no legal way to abolish this policy. Their anger led to a new slogan, or saying: “No 
taxation without representation.” 


The colonists found it harder and harder to dismiss the injustice. In 1773, the British passed the Tea Act. This act 
charged high taxes for tea in the colonies and also gave Britain control over all tea sold in the colonies. To protest this 
policy, some Boston colonists disguised themselves as Native Americans and boarded three British ships. Then they 
dumped all of their tea—342 chests!—into the Boston Harbor. This made the British king, George III, so angry that he 
made new laws to punish the colonists by taking away even more of their rights. He closed the Boston Harbor for 
most trade until the colonists paid for all the tea dumped into the harbor. He appointed a British governor of 
Massachusetts, who could decide if and when the local government could meet, and the colonists had to provide 
housing and other supplies to the British soldiers.


But these acts of intimidation did not stop the colonists. Instead, these acts unified them. The colonists called them 
the “Intolerable Acts,” because they perceived them as impossible to withstand. It was time to declare independence 
from Britain!

Discussion question: What were some of the 
reasons the colonists called for independence 
from Britain?
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Article

Day 5

The Power of Power

Who do you think would be more powerful: a poor 7-
year-old child selling newspapers on the street for a 
penny or the wealthy owners of two huge newspaper 
companies? That’s an easy question, right? Most 
people would agree that the owners of the newspaper 
companies would have much more power.


But what happens when over 3,000 young boys and 
girls who sell newspapers unify as a community to 
protest a new policy that affects their very livelihood?


Before we tell you about this exciting story, it’s 
important to know that in 1899 in New York, 
newspapers were not delivered to people’s homes or 
sold in most stores. People would buy them mainly on 
the street from young newspaper sellers, or newsies. 
The newsies would first buy newspapers from a 
newspaper company. They would buy 100 papers for 
50 cents and then sell each paper for a penny, making 
a profit for themselves and money to buy the next 
round of newspapers to sell. The owners of two big 
New York papers, Joseph Pulitzer and William 
Randolph Hearst, decided to raise the cost for each 
bundle of 100 papers from 50 to 60 cents. However, the 
owners didn’t raise the price of the newspapers—
newspapers still sold for just a penny—so customers 
weren’t affected. 


But the cost increase meant that the newsies would 
make less money. The newsies were mostly poor and 
homeless children, and they needed every penny they 
earned to survive. They talked and organized and 
banded together. Then they made an incredible 
decision! The newsies would go on strike against the 
powerful empires of Hearst and Pulitzer! 


Instead of selling newspapers, newsies everywhere 
distributed flyers to inform the public of their strike. By 
the second day, the strike spread beyond the center of 
New York to the surrounding areas of Brooklyn and the 
Bronx. Newsies organized demonstrations and made 
speeches to crowds. Some were even arrested by the 
police! When the newsies saw older boys and men 
hired to replace them, the newsies fought them with 
sticks and their fists, while others ripped up their 
papers! Talk about intimidation! On the third day, the 
newsies held a rally, where a boy named “Racetrack” 
Higgins spoke about being called a “slob” by the chief 
of police. The New York Times reported on the rally and 
quoted part of Racetrack’s speech: 


“Said he, ‘go away, you slob,’ and I says, ‘Mr. Devery, 
don’t call me a slob. I’m trying to make my living. I ain’t 

so high in office as you, but some day I may be 
higher.’”

The newsies could no longer be dismissed. Thousands 
of people supported them and stopped buying 
newspapers. Their unified voices threatened to abolish 
the newspaper owners’ companies. As a result, Hearst 
and Pulitzer made a deal with the newsies: The owners 
of the papers would keep the cost at 60 cents for 100 
papers, but they agreed to buy back every paper the 
newsies did not sell—something they had never done 
before. 


On the first day of the strike, the New York Times 
quoted one newsie, including his accent: “Dere’s t’ree 
t’ousand of us, and we’ll win sure.” The victory of the 
newsies community showed that he was right.

Newsies in Brooklyn, New York.  
Photographed by Lewis Wickes Hine.

Extra! Extra!  
Read All About It!

The Newsies Make the News 

Discussion question: At the beginning, the 
newsies were individual children trying to make 
a living. When their jobs and livelihood were 
threatened, they unified and became a 
community. Can you think of other examples of 
individuals coming together to form a 
community and stand up to something they 
think is unjust?
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Article

Day 6

The Power of Power
The Power of Music

Every day about 50,000 people visit the TechnoMart, a 
high-rise shopping mall in Seoul, Korea. The lower floors 
offer dozens of places to shop for electronics—iPads, 
iPods, computers, video games, cellphones, and of 
course, power cords, screen covers, and other 
accessories for such devices. On the 5th of July in 2011, 
though, the TechnoMart started shaking violently. People 
immediately thought there was an earthquake, but the 
shaking was only felt on the top floors. The earthquake 
theory was dismissed because it made no sense, but the 
building was evacuated anyway. Everyone was told to 
leave!


Closing the building created a huge disruption. Many 
residents of apartments on the upper floors had nowhere 
to go. The shops on the lower floors had to be locked up 
tight to prevent anyone from stealing. And worst of all, no 
one could figure out what was wrong. Was the building 
really in danger of collapsing? 


Finally it was suggested that the shaking might have 
been caused by people doing aerobics in the Health Club 
on the 12th floor. These enthusiastic gym goers were 
exercising to the song “The Power” by Snap! The song 
had a strong and steady beat, and all of the exercisers’ 
unified jumping up and down started a vibration that kept 
growing and got stronger and stronger. 


A week later, a group of architects wanted to check 
out this theory. Unfortunately, the gym instructor leading 
the original class had disappeared—perhaps worried 
about allegations that he was responsible for disrupting 
people’s lives and businesses! The architects arranged for 
another group to go to the gym and to exercise to the same 
song. 


After their investigation, the architects found that the 
shaking was just a chance combination of the song’s 
rhythm with the natural vibration of the building. They 
dismissed allegations that the building was unsafe. Who 
would have imagined that a simple song could have such 
power? 

Turn and Talk: Think about the power of music in your own life: Do any songs bring together or unify you 
and your friends? Does music play a role in your family? Why do you think music has such a powerful effect 
on people?
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Word Work

Day 6

The Power of Power
Polysemy

Powerful words and the word power

Word Generation is designed to help students learn “powerful words.” One of the things to learn is how many different 
meanings and uses some words have—for example, the word power. Words that have multiple meanings are called 
“polysemous” words. Look at the following pictures with your partner, and see if you can figure out what each picture 
has to do with the word power.

� �
��

�

We use the word power to refer to physical phenomena, such as electricity, engines, and even muscles. 

We also use the word power to mean influence, in phrases like the power of persuasion, the power of 
advertising, and the power of the press. 

We also use the word power to mean control, in phrases such as the power of the principal and the power of the 
governor. 

Or it can mean authority, as in the example, The club president has power over the budget. Governments exert 
power over people’s lives, sometimes by intimidation, sometimes by abolishing laws, and sometimes (as in a 
democracy) by unifying people through shared decision-making.

Fill in the blank:
One little word with so many different meanings! See if you can substitute the right synonym for power in the 
following sentences.


1. Jason has the power to bench press 250 pounds. ___________________ 

2. Solar power is cheaper than gasoline. ___________________ 

3. Tornadoes can destroy buildings with their enormous power. ___________________ 

4. Justin Bieber has the power to enchant his fans. ___________________

5. The principal has the power to hire and fire teachers. ___________________ 

6. China exerts great power in Asia. ___________________ 

7. Cindy had power over me until I realized she was a fraud. ___________________

The English word power is related to the French word pouvoir and the Spanish word poder, both of which come from 
the Latin verb posse. Posse means “to be able,” and it is the basis for the word possible. It is also the basis for the 
word posse—the gang that helps you get things done!

influence

charisma

force

authority

strength energy

control

strength
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Math

Day 7

The Power of Power
What can you buy for a penny today?

Not very much. 

Some people even think the penny should be 
abolished! But in the year 1900, a penny was not 
worthless. Newsies were mostly poor and 
homeless. They had to wake up in the early 
morning, travel a long way to buy a heavy bundle 
of 100 papers, and then fight for a corner where 
they could sell their newspapers. 


Competition was fierce. When two newsies 
wanted to sell papers on the same corner, they 
sometimes got into fights, and the loser had to find 
a new place to sell papers. In 1899, two big 
newspaper companies decided to raise the cost 
that the newsies paid for their newspaper bundles. 
The newsies were angry and decided to unify so that they would have the power to intimidate the newspaper 
companies and get the fair treatment they deserved. 

Candy……. $0.01 

Apple…....... $0.01 

Sandwich…. $0.25 

Bicycle….. $10.00

1900 Prices

1. A newsie began the day by purchasing a bundle of newspapers for $0.50. During the day, the newsie sold 
about 80 newspapers, each costing $0.01. 


Which expression shows how much money the newsie made in one day? Check the correct expression 
and then solve it. 


◽ $0.50 - (80 x $0.01)


◽ (80 x $0.01) - $0.50


◽ ($0.50 + 80) - $0.01


◽ ($0.01 + $0.80) - $0.50


At the end of a full week, how much money would the newsie take home to his family if he sold 80 papers 
each day?


2. The newsies protested when the newspaper companies raised the cost of a bundle of newspapers to $0.60. 


At this new cost, how much would the newsie make per day if he still sold 80 papers?


At this new cost, how much would the newsie make per week?


3. By the end of the strike, every newspaper company lowered the bundle cost back to $0.50 except the 
companies that owned the popular newspapers The World and The Journal. They kept the cost of their 
newspapers at $0.60 per bundle, but they offered to buy back any newspapers that the newsies were unable 
to sell during the day. These two publishers agreed to pay the same amount the newsies paid them, $0.06 for 
every 10 papers. 


If you were a newsie, would you rather have the newspaper bundle cost less or have the publisher buy 
back the unsold papers? Explain your answer. 



power  •  unify  •  abolish  •  fraud  •  dismiss  •  intimidation

SERP © 2015 Unit 5.07  169

Prepare to Discuss

Day 8

The Power of Power

On January 13, 2013, after the new president of Mexico took 
office, visitors to the Mexican army’s website got a surprise. 
Instead of the regular content, the website showed a video of 
police attacking anti-government protesters. A group called 
Anonymous took responsibility for the hack. Anonymous also 
claimed that they had stolen a large amount of secret military 
information that they would release to the public. The purpose of 
the hack was to criticize the government for fraud and violence 
against its citizens.


Anonymous is an online community of “hacktivists,” or hacker activists. Activists are people who work to change 
things in the world. Anonymous hacktivists use their knowledge of computers to attack organizations that they believe 
are treating people unfairly or preventing people from accessing information on the internet. Anonymous has a large, 
worldwide network of members who keep their identities hidden from the public and even from each other. Through 
intimidation, Anonymous lets governments and other organizations know that they are willing and able to shut down 
websites and expose sensitive information. 


Anonymous does not have any official leaders and all members are considered equal. They use their power to disrupt 
things like the flow of money over the internet. For example, Anonymous was upset with PayPal and launched an 
attack that shut down the website and cost PayPal over $5,000,000. After the authorities discovered their identities, 
some members were sent to jail for the PayPal attack.


Some people dismiss Anonymous as a network of criminals who cause damage for fun. However, other people think 
Anonymous holds people accountable when no one else will. In fact, TIME magazine named Anonymous as one of 
the 100 most influential “people” of the year in 2012.

The Power of Being Anonymous

How does Anonymous use each type of power? Use the text to fill in the chart with a partner.

money

knowledge

community

intimidation

Discussion question: In your opinion, when people hide their identities, are they more likely to use their 
power for good or for bad? 
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Discussion

Day 9

The Power of Power

Scenario:  
Junga Jeans is a clothing company that is very popular among elementary and middle school 
age children. Reporters for a major newspaper have reported that Junga Jeans are made in 
factories outside the United States where child labor is used. The children in these factories 
work long hours, receive little pay, and do not go to school. Some of them are as young as 
seven. Recently, one of the factories collapsed, and many children were among the workers 
who were killed or seriously injured.

Operation: End Child Labor!

Your task today is to work with a small group of your classmates to come up with a plan that will abolish child labor at 
Junga Jeans by unifying people in support of this important cause. Remember to use the different forms of power 
presented within this unit, such as money, community, knowledge, and intimidation. Use the space below to write out 
or sketch out a plan to end child labor. Toward the end of the class period, you will present your plan to the rest of the 
class.

Check your work! 
Did you include these forms of power in 
your plan to end child labor?


Money

Intimidation 
Community

Knowledge

Other: ___________________
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Writing

Day 10

The Power of Power
The Power of Story

Think about what you have learned about the concept of 
power in this unit. We’ve learned about the power of 
persuasion, money, intimidation, and community through 
many historical events. Now we want you think about the 
power of story. 
Humans have told each other stories throughout history. We 
learn from stories, we grow and survive because of them, 
and sometimes, we just love to listen and tell stories to each 
other. 
Remember the amazing story in Unit 5.04 of Malala 
Yousafzai, a young girl who fought for girls’ access to 
education in Pakistan? She and her family firmly believed 
that all girls should have the right to go to school and become 
educated. Although Malala was only 11 years old when she began her crusade, her voice empowered many people all 
over the world to support the cause of educating girls.  
But the Taliban, a radical religious and military organization, believes that female education should be abolished. They 
have used intimidation, threats, and violence against girls seeking an education. On October 9, 2012, an armed group 
of Taliban men tried to silence Malala’s voice and dismiss her struggle. She and several friends were violently attacked 
on their way to school.  
After the shooting, Malala spent many months recovering in the hospital. But the Taliban’s attempt at intimidation did 
not work. Instead, Malala’s story unified people around her cause, and more girls were encouraged to attend school in 
Pakistan and elsewhere. In 2014, Malala received the Nobel Peace Prize for her continued effort and courage to 
promote children’s and women’s rights.

Activity: Write the Taliban a letter explaining why Malala is more powerful than they are. Use focus words to make 
your writing more powerful and compelling.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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