
STARI Text Summaries

Unit 3.2 - Immigration Debate

Hot Topics: Immigration (Nick 
Hunter)

Accessible yet sophisticated book that discusses the issues of immigration 
on a global level. Should people who are oppressed or simply want a better 
life for themselves be able to move to countries that offer more 
opportunities? Or does immigration to these countries mean less 
opportunities for the people who already live there? Are current immigration 
policies working? Are they fair?
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Ask Me No Questions (Marina 
Budhos)

Since emigrating from Bangladesh, fourteen-year-old Nadira and her family 
have been living in New York City on expired visas, hoping to realize their 
dream of becoming legal U.S. citizens. But after 9/11, everything changes. 
Suddenly being Muslim means you are dangerous — a suspected terrorist.


When Nadira's father is arrested and detained at the U.S.-Canadian border, 
Nadira and her older sister, Aisha, are told to carry on as if everything is the 
same. The teachers at Flushing High don't ask any questions, but Aisha falls 
apart. Nothing matters to her anymore — not even college.


It's up to Nadira to be the strong one and bring her family back together 
again.
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America Street: A Multicultural 
Anthology of Stories (Ed. by 

Anne Mazer)

Published in 1993, America Street was the very first collection of stories 
about young people growing up in our diverse society. It has informed and 
inspired hundreds of thousands of readers. Now this influential and much-
loved anthology is expanded and updated for a new generation. Twenty 
stories, twelve new and eight returning favorites, focus on life issues, from 
the personal to the political.


Authors included are: Duane Big Eagle, Marina Budhos, Norma Elia Cantú, 
Sandra Cisneros, Lan Samantha Chang, Tope Folarin, Rivka Galchen, 
Joseph Geha, Veera Hiranandani, Langston Hughes, Gish Jen, Edward P. 
Jones, Francisco Jiménez, Mary K. Mazotti, Toshio Mori, Naomi Shihab Nye, 
Susan Power, Gary Soto, Justin Torres, and Michele Wallace.
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