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Leapning background information about an author or poet can help us better understand their work. 
How does knowing about James Emanuel’s life help you better understand the meaning and context 
of his poems?

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

Think about the poems you’ve read. Compare Emmett Till and Trayvon Martin. What did the two boys 
have in common? 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

What does the murder of Trayvon Martin teach us about society almost 60 years after Emmett Till’s 
death?

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________
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