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Action News

Day 1

Should wild animals be adopted as pets?
Wild Animals at the Airport!

PAIGE 
REIDER:

Wild animals at the airport!? This is Paige Reider with a wild breaking story! Good day, student viewers! 
Today we’re investigating a report of animal smuggling uncovered by local airport security. How did this 
case develop, Justin?

JUSTIN 
THYME:

This is an unbelievable story, Paige. After a flight arrived from Miami, a very large suitcase was never 
claimed so it ended up in the abandoned luggage office. People working in the office heard strange 
noises coming from inside the bag and called airport security. When the airport security officers opened 
the bag, they found baby panthers, ocelots, and monkeys.

PAIGE: That’s incredible! Were the animals in good condition?

JUSTIN: Well, they’d been drugged to prevent them from waking up during the flight. A veterinarian was called in 
to examine them, and fortunately they were all found to be healthy.

PAIGE: Well, that’s a relief! Do we have any idea who brought the animals into the country?

JUSTIN: Fortunately, airport security requires that bags be identified with passenger names. So, though the 
passenger abandoned the bag, his name is known to the authorities. What we don’t know is where he is 
now or how he obtained these wild little creatures, or why he decided to transport them to the United 
States.

PAIGE: Do you have any pithy hypotheses?

JUSTIN: Well, there is a market for wild animals, Paige. Many people will buy wild animals when they are tiny and 
cute. Unfortunately, when they get bigger and more dangerous, they may be abandoned by their 
owners. On the other hand, some wild animals are smuggled out of their habitats because they are in 
danger of being hunted or harmed in the original habitat.

PAIGE:  So what will happen to the babies found in the suitcase?

JUSTIN: Well, some local zoos have already said they are willing to adopt them. The tragedy, though, is that they 
may not survive even with good care. They really ought to be back home in the woods or the jungle, 
being cared for by their mothers. People are calling for stronger laws and better controls to prevent 
animal smuggling of this sort.

PAIGE: Maybe we should start by investigating what laws already exist and if they’re the same across the United 
States.

JUSTIN: I guess I know what my next assignment is!

PAIGE:  Thanks, Justin, for getting us up to date on this wild, wild story! 


This is Paige Reider, signing off!

Discussion question: Do you think wild animals 
should be adopted as pets? Why or why not?

wordgen.serpmedia.org/action_news

http://wordgen.serpmedia.org/action_news/
http://wordgen.serpmedia.org/action_news/
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Reader’s Theater

Day 1

Should wild animals be adopted as pets?
Mr. Mahoud’s Pet Store

Line

1 Tamara: My friend’s brother just got an iguana. It’s looks like a huge lizard! 
He got it here in Massachusetts, but he said these lizards come 
from tropical places, like Mexico and Nicaragua. 

2 Daniel: My friend has one, too! I think they’re very cool looking. Did you 
touch the iguana? It’s a reptile, right?

3 Tamara: I think they’re reptiles. But touch it? No way! He was really scary 
looking. 

4 Mr. Mahoud: Hope you don’t mind, but I was listening to your conversation. 
You’re right that iguanas are reptiles. We have a few over here if 
you’d like to see one.

5 Tamara: I don’t know why anyone would want a big lizard for a pet. They’re 
not furry or friendly, and if you really think about it, a lizard isn’t 
made to live in cold places, or cities, or houses! I’d rather have a 
cute puppy who wants to play with me and go on walks.

6 Mr. Mahoud: All I can say is that people love domesticated animals like puppies, 
but they also want wild iguanas for pets. We sell snakes and 
iguanas because people want them. Once these wild animals are 
in the store, we can’t send them back. They could stay in a pet 
store cage, or they could get taken care of by someone who really 
wants them. 

7 Tamara’s 
Mother: 

I’ve heard that the Humane Society is against adopting wild 
animals as pets. They say that people who obtain these animals 
sometimes don’t know how to take care of them, and then they 
abandon them when they get too big. They can also be 
dangerous, right? I heard that a woman was attacked by a 
chimpanzee and was almost killed. Other exotic animals can carry 
scary diseases.

8 Mr. Mahoud: I heard about that case. That was shocking and terrible, but I don’t 
think it’s very typical. The majority of these animals adapt to their 
environments.

9 Daniel: Well, my friend’s brother’s iguana seems happy enough. He likes 
being on a leash and sitting on his owner’s shoulder.

Reader’s Theater continues on the next page.
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Reader’s Theater, continued

Day 1

Should wild animals be adopted as pets?

10 Tamara’s 
Mother: 

I’m not sure iguanas were meant to be walked on leashes! What is 
that iguana going to do in the winter? How will his owner prevent 
him from getting frostbite on his little feet when he walks him in the 
snow?

11 Tamara: Do they make sweaters and boots for iguanas? I’ve seen dogs 
wearing some pretty cute outfits. Seriously though, wild animals 
seem to need a lot of special care. Maybe they should just stay 
where they originally came from.

12 Daniel: But I still think giving them a home is better than just leaving them 
in a pet store. Plus, people keep wanting them, so pet shop 
owners keep selling them.

13 Mr. Mahoud: That’s true. We have a waiting list of people wanting boa 
constrictors, iguanas, and parrots. A lot of these animals are 
actually bred in captivity here in the United States. That means 
they’re born and raised here on farms.

14 Tamara: I didn’t know that. Maybe we need to think a little more about what 
people want as pets.

15 Daniel: Good idea. But that also means we should examine the 
perspectives of everyone involved—not just the pet owners, but 
the pet breeders and the animals! Put ourselves in their shoes.

16 Tamara: Well, I don’t know about wild animals wearing shoes…

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Turn and Talk: Would you ever consider 
adopting a wild animal? Why or why not? 
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Characters’ Perspectives

Day 2

Should wild animals be adopted as pets?

What does Tamara think?


Tamara needs more 
information about wild 
animals before she would 
consider adopting an 
iguana.


Tamara thinks that wild animals should remain 
in their natural environments.


Tamara has a puppy at home and doesn’t 
need another pet.

What does Tamara’s 
mother think?


Tamara’s mother thinks that 
wild animals can adapt to 
their new environments by 
wearing protective clothing.


Tamara’s mother is against all forms of pet 
ownership and wants all pet stores shut down.


Tamara’s mother thinks owning wild animals 
can be dangerous for both people and 
animals. 

What does Mr. Mahoud 
think?


_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

What does Daniel think?


_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

What do you think? What is your argument?


__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Tamara,  Tamara’s Mother,  Mr. Mahoud, and Daniel

Directions: With a partner, talk about each statement and decide which ones describe Tamara’s and Tamara’s mom’s 
perspectives. Find and highlight evidence from the Reader’s Theater text to support your answer. Then, in your own 
words, write Mr. Mahoud’s and Daniel’s perspectives.
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Word Study

Day 3

Should wild animals be adopted as pets?
A Closer Look at Our Focus Words

abandon
adopt (v.) 

adoption (n.)
prevent

(verb) to give up on 
something; to no longer 
care for someone or 
something

(verb) to make your own; to 
take on

(noun) the act of adopting

(verb) to stop something 
from happening


I think the best way to 
prevent animals from being 
abandoned is __________ .

If you could adopt any pet 
in the world, what kind 
would you adopt? 

How can people prevent 
fires from happening in 
their houses?

Circle the picture of a ship 
that has been abandoned.

Circle the picture that 
shows the adoption of a 
new school rule.

Circle the sign that might 
prevent you from smoking.

Other Forms of the 
Word 

1. ___  
2. ___ 

Choose a picture

 

Turn and Talk

 

Definition

 

Draw something to 
remember

�  
Draw a picture, write a word, 
or give yourself another way  

to remember each word.

Smoking is so 
much fun!

Students voted, 
students won! 
No more soda!

Save the endangered 

french fry!

SMOKING 

KI!S!
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Word Study, continued

Day 3

Should wild animals be adopted as pets?

reptile obtain
examine (v.) 

examination (n.)

(noun) animals that are 
cold-blooded, such as 
snakes and turtles

(verb) to get, acquire (verb) to look closely at 
something; to analyze

(noun) the act of 
examining; a detailed 
inspection

How many different 
reptiles can you think of?

If I could obtain something 
new for my bedroom, it 
would be…

If I had microscope, I 
would examine _________ .

Circle the example of a 
reptile.

Circle the sign that shows 
that the candidate 
obtained all the necessary 
votes.

What might you find in a 
doctor’s examination 
room?

Other Forms of the 
Word 

1. ___  
2. ___ 

Choose a picture

 

Turn and Talk

 

Definition

 

Draw something to 
remember

�  
Draw a picture, write a word, 
or give yourself another way  

to remember each word.

I WON! Thank you 
all for your help!

Almost got there, folks! 

Great campaign, 

anyhow…
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Word Study, continued

Day 3

Should wild animals be adopted as pets?

Spanish English Another Language? 

reptil

examinar

obtener

abandonar

Cognates

Many of the words that are used in subjects such as 
science, math, and social studies are cognates! What are 
cognates? Cognates are words in two different languages 
that sound or look similar and that come from the same 
root. The English word mathematics is matemática in 
Spanish. Can you see the similarities in spelling?


Here are some translated words from this unit. They are in 
Spanish. Can you guess what they are in English? If you’re 
lucky enough to speak Spanish, Kriolu, or Portuguese, you 
may be able to figure these out quickly!

mathematics

matemática
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Homework Should wild animals be adopted as pets?

You will interview two adults (such as parents, aunts, uncles, or cousins) about 
their experiences with pets and/or animals. On Day 5, you will discuss your 
findings with a partner. Be sure to provide some background information about 
your interviewees.

Interview Two Adults

Interviewee #1: ___________________________ 

1. Have you ever owned a pet?


◽  Yes     ◽  No 


2. If yes, what kind?


__________________________________________


3. If no, what pet have you always wanted?


__________________________________________


4. Did you grow up with animals?


◽  Yes     ◽  No


5. Did you grow up in a city or in the country?


__________________________________________


6. Do you remember a good experience with an 
animal?


__________________________________________


__________________________________________


7. Do you remember a bad experience with an 
animal?


__________________________________________


__________________________________________


8. Would you adopt a wild animal as a pet?


◽  Yes     ◽  No


Why or why not?


__________________________________________


__________________________________________

Interviewee #2: ___________________________ 

1. Have you ever owned a pet?


◽  Yes     ◽  No 


2. If yes, what kind?


__________________________________________


3. If no, what pet have you always wanted?


__________________________________________


4. Did you grow up with animals?


◽  Yes     ◽  No


5. Did you grow up in a city or in the country?


__________________________________________


6. Do you remember a good experience with an 
animal?


__________________________________________


__________________________________________


7. Do you remember a bad experience with an 
animal?


__________________________________________


__________________________________________


8. Would you adopt a wild animal as a pet?


◽  Yes     ◽  No


Why or why not?


__________________________________________


__________________________________________

Survey Questions
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Interview

Day 4

Should wild animals be adopted as pets?
Interview with Naturalist Gus Ben David 

For over 30 years, naturalist Gus Ben David was the head of the Felix Neck Wildlife 
Sanctuary on Martha’s Vineyard island in Massachusetts. He went on to own 
a reptile and bird sanctuary called World of Reptiles and Birds. In 2013, Arun and I 
traveled there to visit Mr. Ben David’s sanctuary. We saw two baby owls and a 22-foot 
python. That python was huge! Also, beautiful cranes and peacocks were walking 
freely everywhere we turned. After viewing many more animals, Arun and I got down 
to business and interviewed Mr. Ben David about wild animal adoption.

Arun: Mr. Ben David, what do you think about people who buy wild animals? 

Mr. Ben David: Well, I’m worried when people buy wild animals or any domesticated animal without doing the 
proper research first. I want people to love animals and protect them. 

Susana: What do you mean by doing the proper research? 

Mr. Ben David: Well, sometimes people abandon pets because they buy them without knowing the work that 
goes into caring for them. Kids love snakes and turtles and frogs, and I want to foster their 
interest in protecting them. So in order to prevent people from making the wrong decision, they 
should go to the library and read up on the care these animals need. 

Arun: Do you think kids are capable of making good decisions about adopting a snake, for example? 

Mr. Ben David: Some students do make good decisions. If they read carefully, they might choose a corn snake, 
for example. This snake is local, small, and easy to care for, and can introduce kids to the world 
of herpetology. A lot of scientists and naturalists remember their first corn snake.

Susana: What about animal smugglers who bring in snakes from other places?

Mr. Ben David: I’m against any kind of smuggling of animals. What might be interesting for your readers to 
know is that the majority of our large snakes and parrots are bred in captivity here in the United 
States.

Arun: We didn’t know this, did we Susana?

Susana: No, we didn’t! I guess the lesson here is to examine every issue and do the proper research 
before our next interview.

Arun: Can we come out again, please? And do you have an extra corn snake?

Susana: You are not bringing back a snake on the boat! Thanks so much for speaking to us, Mr. Ben 
David, and please don’t give Arun a snake!

Mr. Ben David: I won’t until he’s done the proper research. Anyway, come back soon you two. Everyone is 
always welcome at World of Reptiles and Birds!

Discussion question: After reading this interview, 
what advice would you give to a friend who wants 
to obtain a wild animal?
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Activity

Day 4

Should wild animals be adopted as pets?
Pros and Cons:  Which pet is best?

Some people think that certain kinds of reptiles, such as snakes and turtles, can more easily adapt to their new 
environments than other wild creatures who need more room or special care. But most everyone agrees that one of the 
greatest challenges with adopting a wild animal is keeping it happy and healthy. As noted naturalist Gus Ben David 
pointed out, if owners know a lot about the care wild animals need before adopting one, fewer animals will be 
abandoned.  

Which animal would make a better pet? Below are descriptions of two animals. Use the descriptions to make a list of 
pros and cons about having the animal as a pet. A pro is something that would make the animal a good pet, and a 
con is something that would not make the animal a good pet. Afterwards, decide which animal would be a better pet 
for you.

Guinea pigs are close relatives 
of mice and hamsters. They 
normally live between five and 
seven years, and are gentle and 
love to play. Guinea pigs need 
special cages with places to hide. You will need to line 
the cage with newspaper and clean it every day. Two 
male guinea pigs should be kept in separate cages to 
prevent them from fighting with each other. Guinea 
pigs like to eat special pellets that you can buy at the 
pet store, along with fresh fruits and vegetables. Don’t 
be frightened if you hear strange sounds coming from 
your guinea pig’s cage. The guinea pig is one of only a 
few types of small animals that make noises, like 
whistling!

Eastern box turtles are land 
turtles with bright shells. The 
bottom part of their shell can 
fold up so they are completely 
enclosed. They can live 
indoors and outdoors, but they do not do well in cold 
temperatures. Keep your turtle in a large tank with a 
place for them to get wet, and give them fresh drinking 
water each day. These turtles don’t need any special 
food from the pet store: Just feed them fruits, 
vegetables, cooked low-fat meats, worms, and slugs. 
Eastern box turtles like to be active. Always be careful 
when playing with your pet—a broken shell is a serious 
injury for turtles. And watch your fingers; these turtles 
are known to bite. An eastern box turtle can live for up 
to 100 years, so it can be a friend for life!

Pros Cons

After looking at the pros and cons, which animal do you think would make a better pet? Explain your answer below.


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Pros Cons
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Geography and Math

Day 5

Should wild animals be adopted as pets?
State Laws About Adopting Wild Animals

In 2011, an Ohio man released 56 wild animals from his private zoo. The animals included lions, tigers, bears, and 
monkeys, but no reptiles. Authorities had to shoot many of the animals to protect the public. At the time, Ohio did not 
have any laws that prevented residents from obtaining or adopting wild animals. That has since changed.  
Let’s examine wild pet laws across the United States as of December 2014. Use the information below to color the 
map of the U.S. using four different colors. 

1. What fraction of states have some type of law 
about wild animal ownership? 


2. Write an equivalent fraction for the answer to 
question 1.


Turn and Talk: In our system of government, 
states can have different laws about important 
issues, like owning wild animals. This is why a 
person in South Carolina can have a pet monkey 
but a person in Georgia cannot. Is this fair? 
Discuss with your partner. 

These 21 states have laws against owning wild 
animals (including large cats, bears, reptiles, and 
monkeys): Alaska, California, Colorado, 
Connecticut, Georgia, Hawaii, Illinois, Iowa, 
Kentucky, Maryland, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, 
Oregon, Tennessee, Utah, Vermont, Washington, 
Wyoming 


These 10 states have laws against owning some 
wild animals: Arkansas, Florida, Kansas, Louisiana, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Nebraska, Ohio, Virginia, West 
Virginia 


These 14 states have laws that require owners of 
wild animals to have licenses: Arizona, Delaware, 
Idaho, Indiana, Maine, Mississippi, Missouri, 
Montana, North Dakota, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, South Dakota, Texas 


These 5 states do not prevent or require licenses 
for wild animal ownership: Alabama, Nevada, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Wisconsin

RI
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Science

Day 6

Should wild animals be adopted as pets?
Diagramming Differences and Similarities

Warm-blooded and cold-blooded are really confusing terms in science! 
You’re a mammal, right? That means you are warm-blooded. Warm-blooded means that your blood (and the rest of 
you) stays about the same temperature. Even when you’re really sick, your temperature only goes up a few degrees. If 
you are outside on a cold day, your body temperature does not drop much at all. Being warm-blooded prevents this 
from happening. Your body shivers to warm itself up and sweats to cool itself down. Hair and fur help some warm-
blooded animals hold in their heat.
But it’s totally different for reptiles. They are cold-blooded. Strangely, that does not mean that a reptile’s blood is 
actually cold. It means that reptiles cannot keep their blood (and the rest of their bodies) at the same temperature 
automatically. Their temperature drops if they are in a cold place, and it rises if they are in a warm place. Perhaps you 
have seen a lizard resting on a rock in the sunshine to warm up? People who adopt lizards or snakes as pets usually 
have to obtain a lamp to heat their pets’ cages to the proper temperature.

A few days after giving birth, 
this mother squirrel feeds her 
newborn her own milk.

This baby sea turtle recently hatched from 
an egg. More will hatch from the other eggs 
soon.

Mammals and reptiles have many other differences. On the next page, you will see two 
overlapping circles called a Venn diagram. This diagram is used to sort things out. Your work is to 
cut out all the squares at the bottom of the page and examine the statements about animals. Then 
tape or glue each one in the correct place inside or outside the circles. Four are already done for 
you. 

It would be a good idea to discuss what you know about mammals and reptiles with your 
classmates.Your teacher might display additional facts to help you. 

Directions for the next page:
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Science, continued

Day 6

Should wild animals be adopted as pets?

have dry, 
scaly skin have hair

have 
backbones

live mostly 
on land

have live 
babies

mothers 
feed babies 

milk

breathe 
underwater 
with gills

hatch from 
eggs

True for REPTILES only? 
Place fact inside this circle.

True for BOTH?
Place fact where both 

circles overlap.

True for MAMMALS only?
Place fact inside this circle.

True for NEITHER?  
Place fact outside of both circles.

use lungs to 
breathe air

usually have 
eight legs

warm-blooded

cold-blooded
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Prepare to Debate

Day 7

Should wild animals be adopted as pets?
Arguments and Counterarguments

When you argue with someone, you have to give reasons or evidence to support 
your argument. One way you can strengthen your argument is by giving more 
and more evidence in support of your position. In addition, you can offer 
counterarguments — responses to what people on the other side of the 
argument are likely to be thinking. 


A counterargument is an argument against an argument (counter- is a prefix that 
means against, like in counterclockwise or counterattack).

Pretend you want to go to a friend’s house this weekend to play for the afternoon, but you know that instead you 
are supposed to help your mom prepare breakfast burritos for the soccer tournament.


Here is your argument: 

“I need to go over to Jaime’s house because we never get to see each other at school.” 

You think your mom might say: 

“You can’t go, because we are making 100 breakfast burritos and you and your sister have to help.” 

So you prepare a counterargument: 

“I know you want help with the burritos, but I did all the laundry yesterday and my sister didn’t help at all. 
She should help you with the burritos while I go to my friend’s.” 

Try with a partner


Consider this argument: “Having a wild animal as a pet is a great way to learn about how animals grow and 
behave.”  

Which is the best counterargument to this argument? Discuss with a partner.


A better way to learn about animals is to read books and go to the zoo. 

Wild animal pets can escape and attack people.  

On your own


Come up with counterarguments to the arguments. Create your own or use the argument bank on the next 
page.

argument counterargument

people who adopt wild animals can give 
them safe and happy homes 

taking wild animals out of their homes 
hurts the environment
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Debate

Day 8

Should wild animals be adopted as pets?

YES

NO

 

Arguments about Wild Animal Pets 

if they are well cared for, animals often live longer in captivity than they do in the 
wild  

exotic pets aren’t always stolen from the wild; many are born on farms in the 
United States 

some animals are in danger of being hunted in the wild; they are safer as pets 

some people adopt wild animals when they are small and cute and abandon them 
when they get bigger  

exotic pets are a big business, and animal smugglers steal baby animals from their 
mothers in the wild 

wild animals can be aggressive and carry diseases

Should wild animals be adopted as pets?
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Help Tamara Improve Her Writing
Revising Arguments

Day 9

Should wild animals be adopted as pets?

Tamara would like to adopt a puppy, so she wrote a persuasive paragraph to convince her mother that it is a good 
idea. Like a good persuasive writer, Tamara thought about the reason that her mother opposes adopting a puppy: 
She thinks that Tamara will abandon it once it grows. But Tamara had trouble coming up with a response to her 
mother’s argument. 


Examine Tamara’s paragraph and explain why Tamara’s response to her mother is weak. Then, write a new, stronger 
argument that Tamara could use.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________


___________________________________________________________________________________________________

Adopting a pet puppy would be positive for our house. Let’s examine the reasons. 
First of all, walking the dog would keep us healthy and prevent us from getting 
sick. Secondly, dogs need to be played with and cared for. So, instead of watching 
TV, I would spend time playing with our new pet. I know you think that I would 
abandon my responsibilities once the dog is not small and cute anymore. But 
that’s not true. I would never abandon the puppy. Now you can see why we should 
obtain a new pet puppy.

Why was Tamara’s response to her mother weak? Explain your answer.

Come up with a better argument that Tamara could use to address her mother’s concern.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Letter to a Representative
Writing

Day 10

Should wild animals be adopted as pets?

Laws that control what kinds of pets people can own vary from state to state. Some states allow 
people to adopt wild animals, while others strictly prevent people from buying and selling certain 
animals as pets. How did these laws come to be so different? 


Before a law becomes a law, it begins as an idea (and we hope a good one!). This idea needs 
support from a representative, or a person elected to represent the people of their state. Once this 
idea receives enough support from representatives, the idea is introduced as a bill in the state 
government. After the bill is approved with a majority vote, the bill becomes a law. 


You will be writing a letter to your representative, suggesting ideas for a law about having wild animals as pets. Follow 
the checklist as you write your letter. Use the chart on the next page to plan if it is helpful.

Choose one perspective:

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

◽ People should be able to adopt wild 
animals as pets. 

◽ People should not be able to adopt wild 
animals as pets.

✔ Explain why your 
perspective is the right 
choice 

✔ Predict and address 
any counterarguments 

✔ Use focus words to make 
your argument more 
compelling

In your letter be sure to:
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Writing Support Option Should wild animals be adopted as pets?

Use this chart to plan your writing if you find it helpful.

My opinion is _____________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 

People who disagree with me might say ___________________ 

______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 

In conclusion, ____________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________ 
______________________________________________

TOPIC SENTENCE:
Introduce your opinion.

REASONS:
Provide reasons that are 
supported by facts and 
details.

A REASON AGAINST:
Strengthen your argument 
by showing you have 
thought about both sides 
of the issue.

RESPONSE:
How would you respond to 
the reason against?

CLOSING SENTENCE:
Restate your opinion.
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This page has been left blank intentionally.


	Some people think that certain kinds of reptiles, such as snakes and turtles, can more easily adapt to their new environments than other wild creatures who need more room or special care. But most everyone agrees that one of the greatest challenges with adopting a wild animal is keeping it happy and healthy. As noted naturalist Gus Ben David pointed out, if owners know a lot about the care wild animals need before adopting one, fewer animals will be abandoned.
	Which animal would make a better pet? Below are descriptions of two animals. Use the descriptions to make a list of pros and cons about having the animal as a pet. A pro is something that would make the animal a good pet, and a con is something that would not make the animal a good pet. Afterwards, decide which animal would be a better pet for you.

